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Japanese diplomat Chiune Sugihara is revered for
defying his own government and rescuing
thousands of refugees fleeing Nazi Germany during
World War II by issuing scores of life-saving
transit visas through Japan.
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Chiune Sugihara (1900 through 1986)
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Sugihara, acting consul in Kaunas, Lithuania, was shocked when large numbers of Polish Jews fleeing annihilation
from the Nazis suddenly appeared at the Japanese consulate in Kaunas, Lithuania in July 1940, seeking transit visas
as their sole hope.
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Ordered by Tokyo to reject them for failing to meet the necessary conditions, Sugihara agonized between his duties
and empathy for the desperate people before him. "I ultimately reached the conclusion,” he recalled later, "that
humanity and compassion come first.” He issued at least 2,139 visas on his own initiative, allowing thousands to
escape to Japan and onward.



